
 

THP ASIAN EXHIBIT ANNOUNCEMENT / QAPA VERSION 

1 February 2005 

 

Subject: Exhibit featuring Boston’s GLBT Asian Community 

 

Dear Friend: 

 

I’m writing to tell you about an exciting collaboration taking place between The History 

Project, Boston’s GLBT history group, and several Asian GLBT organizations in the 

Boston area. Members of The History Project recently met with representatives from 

Masala and QAPA (Queer Asian Pacific Alliance) to begin the process of creating an 

online “virtual” exhibit highlighting the achievements of Asian GLBT groups in the Boston 

area. We are hoping to launch the exhibit in October of this year, which will be the first 

of its kind for an East Coast organization. 

 

What the exhibit will entail 

We are currently asking the community for suggestions regarding potential themes and 

topics for the exhibit. Here are a few suggestions that arose in our initial brainstorming 

session: 

• Background information on local groups, beyond what exists on their current websites 

• An area that gives general background and cultural context regarding the dynamics of 

GLBT issues in Asian countries 

• A series of profiles highlighting local Asian GLBT leaders 

• A discussion of the particular cultural challenges GLBT Asians face in Boston (from 

family dynamics back home to racism) 

• An "In Memoriam" section to the victims of the Sri Lankan GLBT group who were killed 

in the tsunami 

• Captioned photos from the groups' past events 

 

What we need from you 

Input from the community will play a critical role in making the exhibit a success. Here’s 

how you can contribute: 

• Provide your feedback on the ideas presented above – and send along some new ideas 

of your own. 
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• Let us know about other local GLBT Asian groups that you think should be included in 

the exhibit, along with contact information for members of those groups. 

• Part of The History Project’s effort will involve working with local Asian groups to begin 

the process of documenting their history. For that reason, one of our most critical needs 

is for existing documents and historical records from local GLBT Asian groups. 

These include photos of past events, minutes from meetings, newspaper articles, 

newsletters, and the names and contact information for those who were involved in 

these groups in the past (as mentioned above). Let us know if you have access to these 

resources – electronic versions are especially helpful. 

 

Next steps 

The History Project will be making an informal presentation on the exhibit at a joint 

QAPA/Masala potluck on Saturday, March 19 (location to be determined). 

Representatives from The History Project will provide some general background 

information on the process we hope to follow in helping to shape the exhibit. 

 

Before the March event, we would like to gather and examine as much information as 

possible, so that we can make a more informed presentation. For that reason, it’s 

important that you send us your thoughts and ideas – even if you just want to say 

that the exhibit is a good idea and the suggested topics seem like a good start. You can 

share your thoughts by contacting Albert Chan at chanal@mit.edu or by calling 

617.429.5137. Please respond before March 1 so we can be sure to take your ideas 

into account. 

 

The History Project has a long-standing commitment to documenting local GLBT 

communities of color, which has included past exhibits devoted to Boston’s GLBT 

African-American and Latino/a communities. We are thrilled to be a part of this exciting 

collaboration with our GLBT Asian friends, and we look forward to your involvement. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Neal Kane 

Co-Chairperson 

The History Project 



3 

 

About The History Project 

Founded in 1980 by a group of Boston-area writers, historians, archivists and activists, 

The History Project’s mission is to document and preserve the history of Boston’s GLBT 

community, and to share that information with the public through exhibits, publications, 

community outreach, online resources, and partnerships with other organizations. For 

more information, please visit www.historyproject.org. 

 


